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Juveniles arrested rose by 55.8% in 2002 compared to 2001,
with students forming the bulk of those arrested (77.9%),
according to the Crime Statistics released by the Police. While
three-quarters of the juveniles were arrested for theft and
related offences, the number of juveniles arrested for rioting
rose by 138.7% to 179 persons.

GANG :
""a group of criminals who
work together to commit
crimes’’

or 'a group of people, especially young people,
who usually go around together
and who often deliberately cause trouble™.

In Gang Land

For teens, being in a gang gives them a sense of belonging and
a false sense ol protection. Being with people who walk, talk ana
behave alike, makes them feel needed and importanit. Getting into
gangs may seem easy, but getting out is a lot more complicated.
Rituals, punishment, betrayal and often broken promises are the
stuff that gangs are made of.

Most gangs use a facade of other seemingly harmless activities
and venues for their true dealings. Gang activities™ can range
from drug dealing and consumption to selling illegal VCDs, petty
thefts, trying to look tough, or collecting a few dollars of protection
money from those who show fear to hand over to so called
leaders™.

A lot of gangs use the traditional lion dance troupes. game
arcades, KTV lounges and hilliard salons as a front for their gang
opérations. Far from being glamorous, the truth is a lot less pretty

in these gangs.



h,

T RISC T S A

e 2T ionts 4

ik jelntiiies = Fielilles off EEng manbes

Case 1
Profile : Agie 19, lemale, joined gang os member at age 14
Crima 1 Vohmtadly causing hurt

Sentonce : 18 menths probatlen with 12 menths in girls home

Activities : Hang around coffee shop, attend funeral wakes to show support, hang arcund veld
decks, show ap for fights that seldom happened, sit around and do nothing, spar
with each other o practice moves, _

Conditions  : Must pay money, must be invelved in all of the gang's activities, cannot go home
however late it Is untll gang leadens decide to leave, must oboy, must dress alilke,
must keep gang leader informed of movements, cannot meet lrends owiside of gang.

Promines 1 Protection as long as dues are paid regulardy

Promises kept : None

Case 2
Profile : Age AT, male, joined gang a8 member at age 12
Crime 1 Salling ilegal VCDs

Sentance + 15 meonths probation
Activities : Hang out at veid decks, sell illegal VCDs, shoplift. run away from police, hang out
at arcades, visit discos and pubs with falsa ICs
Conditions  : wait for instructions from leaders, pay $20 to 550 & week for protection, must be _
invelved in all of the gang's activities, mumt obey, mist dress allke, no other frends -
autside of gang
Promises i Protection s long as dies are pald regulardy
Pramises kept 1 None

& Jall term or fine

¢ Painiul recovery fram addiction te dugs or drinds
¢ Loas of aducation, indepondence. pamonal identity, sell esteem. trusl snd somollmea, [ils
# Capse of hurt to salf and othars

« Constanl lear ol relapse or backlssh

¢ Life changes sweh s move to & new homa, and having to rebeild lite

* Balng a mewmnber of an unlewinl secialy
A fine not excesding 33000 or Imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 years or both.

* Being a momber of s aplawfild sssembly armed with deasdly weapon
Imprisonmant for & term which may extend to 2 years. or with fine, er with both.

¢ Fosspsaion of offensive weapon
Impriscnment for & term not excesding 3 years and shall also be punished with caning with not
less than B strokes.

e Volurmtanly causing griavous hurt with dengsrous woapon
Impisonment lor life or with impeisenment for a torm which may axtend to 10 yansrs, and shall alsa
bas Hable to fine and caning.

= Extartion
Imprisonment for a term of not leea than 2 years and not mofe than 7 years and with caning.
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YOUR KIDS ARE STREETWISE. ARE YOU?

Keeping Young Lives on Track Your rode &5 & parent, guardian o simply &0 adull who cares

Why ket your genune care and concern for your loved one be
WIS expressed as anger, worry or fer? When they behave n & way
®  that hurts themselves andl others, focus on identifying the true
nature of the probiem and head towards laking action,

What Is the problem?
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